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Master of Science in
Mechanical Engineering
Master of Science (M.S.) Degree
The Department of Mechanical Engineering offers both a thesis option
and a non-thesis (project) option leading to the M.S. degree. Areas of
study in Mechanical Engineering include:

1. Biomechanics and Biomaterials: biomechanics of human motion,
biomaterials, orthopedic biomechanics and biomedical product
design, transport phenomena, and drug delivery

2. Computational Mechanics and Mathematics of Computations:
computational mechanics, finite element analysis, finite element
methods and software

3. Thermal-Fluid Systems and Heat Transfer: energy and thermal-
power system design, heat transfer and computational fluid dynamics

4. Mechanical Design, Manufacturing, and Microprocessor
Applications: computer-aided mechanical design, continuum
mechanics, computer-integrated manufacturing, computational
mechanics, finite element analysis, machine stress analysis,
microcomputer applications, and automatic control systems

Mission
The broad discipline of mechanical engineering enables students to
have productive and rewarding careers, and to develop and improve
new technologies in both traditional and emerging fields. Mechanical
engineers apply fundamental principles to develop, design, manufacture,
and test machines and other mechanical devices. Such devices include,
but are not limited to power-producing machines, as well as power-
consuming machines. Mechanical engineers are employed in diverse
areas including, but not limited to the energy and power industries, the
automotive and aerospace industries, and industrial manufacturing.
Mechanical Engineering graduates also have careers in medicine and
medical device development, patent law, engineering and corporate
management, forensic engineering, and engineering sales.

The mission of the Mechanical Engineering
Department is to provide our students with a
high-quality education, to generate and apply
knowledge, and to serve both society and the
engineering profession.
 
Graduates holding the M.S. degree in Mechanical Engineering will be able
to:

1. Conduct original research in mechanical engineering (for the Master
of Science with thesis option), or complete a substantial project
related to mechanical engineering (for the Master of Science with
project option).

2. Demonstrate the ability to learn new concepts and build new skills
relevant to the discipline of mechanical engineering.

3. Effectively communicate advanced mechanical engineering concepts,
both in writing and orally.

4. Qualified to work at the most prestigious research institutions and
universities in the world.

Admission Requirements
To qualify for graduate study in any of the graduate programs in the
Department of Mechanical Engineering, a student generally must
have earned a baccalaureate degree from an accredited mechanical
engineering program. However, a student with good preparation in some
other engineering discipline or a related program, such as physics, may
qualify by taking appropriate undergraduate courses specified by the
Mechanical Engineering Department Graduate Admissions Committee.

Minimum English Proficiency Requirements
These guidelines are subject to change by official action of the
appropriate Graduate School governance bodies. Visit the full English
Proficiency Requirements for Admission to Graduate study at: http://
policy.ku.edu/graduate-studies/english-proficiency-international-students
(http://policy.ku.edu/graduate-studies/english-proficiency-international-
students/).

GTA and GRA Eligibility
Graduate teaching and research assistant eligibility requirements are
distinct from admission requirements. Additional information on eligibility
for graduate teaching assistants and graduate research assistants may be
found in the GTA, GRA, and GA Appointments: General Guidelines and
Eligibility (http://policy.ku.edu/graduate-studies/GRA-GTA-GA-guidelines-
eligibility/).

Contact Information
Please contact the Mechanical Engineering Graduate Program
Coordinator at kume@ku.edu or +1 (785) 864-3181, to schedule a visit or
with questions about the application process.

The University of Kansas
Mechanical Engineering Graduate Program
3138 Learned Hall
1530 W. 15th Street
Lawrence, KS 66045

Master of Science (M.S.) Degree
Requirements
The Department of Mechanical Engineering offers both a thesis and a
non-thesis option leading to the M.S. degree. Both options require a
minimum of 30 credit hours of graduate work. The thesis option must
include a thesis for six hours of credit (ME 899) and 24 credit hours of
coursework. The non-thesis option must include three-credit hours of
independent investigation (ME 860 or ME 899) and 27 credit hours of
coursework.

A maximum of 6 hours of mechanical engineering courses numbered
between 500 and 699 may be included in the program. Other courses
outside of mechanical engineering (besides mathematics) between 500
and 699 require approval by the Graduate Director prior to enrolling.
Courses either required or used for the B.S. degree may not be used to
fulfill M.S. degree requirements.

Major
The major will be selected from the energy and thermal-fluids category,
the mechanical design category, the computational mechanics category or
the biomechanics category. At least half of the graduate level coursework
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must be taught by graduate faculty employed full-time by the Department
of Mechanical Engineering.

Plan of Study
The M.S. degree student selects an adviser in the first semester of
graduate study. The student and the student’s advisory committee
determine a program of study during the first semester of enrollment.
The program of study must include (1) a minimum of 12 credit hours in
a major selected from Mechanical Engineering courses (excluding credit
for mathematics and the independent investigation or thesis) and (2) no
fewer than three credit hours dealing with advanced mathematics. The
complete plan of study must be approved by the Advisory Committee and
the Graduate Director before the beginning of the second semester of
graduate enrollment and filed electronically with the Department and the
Graduate Division of the School of Engineering. The online Plan of Study
can be found at https://gradplan.engr.ku.edu/accounts/login/.

Thesis Option
A thesis-option student is expected to do original work that would be the
basis of a paper suitable for publication in a refereed journal. After the
final oral examination has been passed, and after any changes required
by the examination committee have been made in the thesis, the thesis
should be submitted electronically in PDF Format to ProQuest/UMI on
or before the date specified by the Graduate Studies Office (see http://
graduate.ku.edu/graduation (http://graduate.ku.edu/graduation/) for
deadlines). Supplementary materials may be added in formats other than
PDF.

The student is responsible for submitting any bound copies that
may be required by the department and/or advisor. Recommended
binding services for personal or departmental copies may be found at
http://www.graduate.ku.edu/submitting (http://www.graduate.ku.edu/
submitting/). Formatting requirements for the thesis are presented here:
http://graduate.ku.edu/etd-formatting-and-working-multimedia-files (http://
graduate.ku.edu/etd-formatting-and-working-multimedia-files/).

Non-Thesis Option
A non-thesis option student must do an analytical or experimental study
acceptable to the advisory committee. An oral presentation of the results
of the independent investigation before Mechanical Engineering graduate
students and faculty is required. A typed unbound project report must also
be provided to the advisory committee.

Final Examination
Each Masters’ degree candidate must pass a final examination that
may be oral, or both written and oral, as determined by the advisory
committee. The examination must be publicized at least one week before
the date of the examination. The examination will cover the field of
Mechanical Engineering for both the thesis and non-thesis options and
emphasize the thesis for the thesis option.

The thesis presentation portion of the examination shall be open. The
written portion of the examination, if required, will be composed and
evaluated by the examination committee. The examination committee,
which is normally the advisory committee, must consist of at least three
members of the Graduate Faculty and at least two must be Mechanical
Engineering Faculty.

For every scheduled examination, the department will report a grade of
honors, satisfactory, or unsatisfactory as decided upon by the committee.

The request to schedule the examination must be submitted to the
Mechanical Engineering Department at least two weeks prior to the
examination date. Unbound or electronic thesis copies are to be submitted
to the examination committee two weeks before the examination.

Note: Masters Candidates must be enrolled for at least one credit hour
during the semester in which the Masters’ final examination is taken, or
the semester prior if meeting the early graduation deadline in a given
semester.

Only two attempts to pass the Masters’ examination are allowed. If the
examination is not passed in two attempts, the student will be terminated
from the program and will not receive the degree.

Program Time Constraints
Normal expectations are that most master’s degrees (excluding some
professional terminal degrees) should be completed in two years of full-
time study. However, master’s degree students are allowed seven years
for completion of all degree requirements.

In cases in which compelling reasons or circumstances recommend a
one-year extension, the Graduate Division, on recommendation of the
department/committee, has authority to grant the extension. In cases
where more than eight years are requested, the appropriate appeals
body of the school considers petitions for further extensions and, where
evidence of continuous progress, currency of knowledge, and other
reasons are compelling, may grant them.

Credit by Transfer
At the discretion of the major department and the Graduate Division, up to
nine (9) hours of graduate credit taken at a regionally-accredited graduate
school may be transferred and applied to a KU master’s degree plan if the
credits were taken prior to the final semester of enrollment at KU. Only
work graded B (3.0 on a 4.0 scale) or higher may be transferred. KU does
not accept transfer credit for courses that have been graded B- or below.
KU also does not accept transfer for institutes, workshops, or for life/
work experience. Credit will not transfer for courses that were previously
counted toward the completion of an undergraduate or graduate degree.
A minimum of 15 credits toward a master’s degree must be earned in
KU coursework. As described in the M.A. & M.S. Degrees policy, a 30-
hour master’s degree may be reduced to as few as 24 hours for students
who are “exceptionally well-prepared.” If coursework is transferred to KU,
the same coursework cannot also be utilized to establish a student as
“exceptionally well-prepared.” Graduate credit from another institution may
not be transferred to a KU graduate certificate program. The department/
program and Graduate Division retain the discretion to deny a student’s
request to have transfer credit and/or non-degree seeking credit count
toward a degree or certificate.
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