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Doctor of Philosophy
in French and
Francophone Studies
The Department of French, Francophone, and Italian Studies offers
a comprehensive graduate program (M.A. and Ph.D.) in French and
Francophone language, literature, and culture. Our faculty (https://
frenchitalian.ku.edu/faculty/) is dynamic, professionally active, and
committed to excellence in scholarship and teaching. The major emphasis
of teaching and research is French and Francophone literature.  The
department also offers courses in literary theory, cultural studies, and film.
The department offers a balanced emphasis on periods from medieval
through twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Our students represent a
diverse group, and we encourage equally applicants from traditional and
nontraditional backgrounds.  Excellent facilities, strong library holdings,
and a faculty dedicated to both teaching and research assure students
of a challenging and professional graduate preparation.  Please visit the
Graduate Program page (https://frenchitalian.ku.edu/phd-curriculum/) of
the department website for additional information.

Departmental Funding
The department does its best to provide funding in the form of Graduate
Teaching Assistantship (GTA) appointments to all incoming graduate
students.  GTA appointments are awarded for the academic year, .50 full-
time equivalent (FTE) appointments come with:

• a competitive academic year (9 month) salary

• a 100% tuition waiver for all courses at KU

• payment of up to 3 hours of student fees

• optional University-subsidized group health insurance 

The appointments are guaranteed, based on funding availability and
performance, for up to 5 years for Ph.D. students and 6 years for students
who receive both an M.A. and a Ph.D. at The University of Kansas.  GTAs
in the department receive thorough training in language instruction, close
mentoring, and the opportunity to teach French at a variety of levels,
providing them with a strong base of teaching experience upon entering
the job market. Additional information about teaching for the department is
available on the Graduate Funding page (https://frenchitalian.ku.edu/phd-
funding-opportunities/) of our departmental website.

Additional Funding
Other funding opportunities for graduate students include the Office of
Study Abroad’s Springer award; the department’s Cornell, Mahieu, and
Magerus fellowships; awards for research abroad; and French university
exchanges.

Visit the Graduate Studies website for additional information about funding
opportunities (http://graduate.ku.edu/funding/) for graduate students at
KU.

Financial Aid and Scholarships (https://financialaid.ku.edu/) administers
grants, loans, and need-based financial aid.

Admission to Graduate Studies
An applicant seeking to pursue graduate study in the College may be
admitted as either a degree-seeking or non-degree seeking student.

Policies and procedures of Graduate Studies govern the process of
Graduate admission. These may be found in the Graduate Studies (http://
catalog.ku.edu/graduate-studies/) section of the online catalog.

Please consult the Departments & Programs (http://catalog.ku.edu/
liberal-arts-sciences/) section of the online catalog for information
regarding program-specific admissions criteria and requirements. Special
admissions requirements pertain to Interdisciplinary Studies degrees,
which may be found in the Graduate Studies section of the online catalog.

Admission to the Ph.D. Program in French
In addition to the general admission requirements (https://
gradapply.ku.edu/apply/) from the Office of Graduate Studies, applicants
should have the equivalent of the M.A. in French offered at KU.

Submit your graduate application online (https://gradapply.ku.edu/
apply/).  For further information regarding the application process,
including department-specific deadlines and required supplemental
documentation, please visit the Admissions (https://frenchitalian.ku.edu/
graduate-admission/) page of the department website, or contact
the department's Graduate Program Coordinator, Aley Pennington,
aleypennington@ku.edu.

Ph.D. Degree Requirements
In addition to the general requirements for the Doctor of Philosophy (http://
www.policy.ku.edu/graduate-studies/doctoral-degree-requirements/), a
student must complete the following departmental requirements:

1. 24 hours of post-M.A. work (exclusive of dissertation hours). 
Ph.D. students who did not receive their MA in French at KU must
complete a total of 30 post M.A. hours, including*:

FREN 704 Methods in Foreign Language Instruction

FREN 720 Introduction to Graduate Studies in French

*Ph.D. students who have taken equivalent courses for
either or both of these requirements as part of their M.A.
studies elsewhere may petition the department for a waiver
of FREN 704 and/or FREN 720 to reduce the total required
hours.  To determine equivalency, the student must submit
course materials from the previous institution. Students
petitioning this requirement should first consult with the DGS.

Current elective offerings can be found on the
departmental website (https://frenchitalian.ku.edu/graduate-
course-offerings/).

2. 6 hours of graduate-level coursework taken outside the
department as an interdisciplinary minor field of concentration.
These hours will count towards the 24 to 30 hours of post-MA
coursework.  Students may also apply these 6 hours of graduate-
level coursework outside the department toward one of KU’s
Graduate Certificates (e.g. African Studies, Women, Gender and
Sexuality Studies, etc.).

3. During their last semester of coursework, Ph.D. students must
enroll in 3 hours of FREN 995 Investigation and Conference,
with the faculty member who typically will become the student’s
dissertation director. These hours will count towards the 24 to 30
hours of post-MA coursework.
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4. A successful written and oral comprehensive exam, which will be
based on a portfolio containing the following items:

• The 3 reading lists, highlighting which works have already
been read

• Prospectus draft and bibliography

• Website.  The website will include a professional profile, a
CV, and pedagogical materials

• A research paper that has been published or is publishable

5. At least 1 year of teaching in the department

6. A dissertation prospectus which should clearly state the topic of
the proposed research and what questions and problems the work
proposes to address and answer. Since the dissertation must be an
original contribution to the discipline of French and Francophone
studies, the prospectus should make clear how the proposed
work develops, challenges, or departs from previously published
research. It should demonstrate that the student has a sufficient
and critical command of the literature and the present state of the
field. A tentative outline of chapters should provide some sense of
the work’s overall plan and structure. Finally, the prospectus should
include a substantial bibliography.

7. A successful dissertation defense. When the dissertation has
been approved by the dissertation committee, the final examination
(or defense) may take place. The dissertation is accepted or
rejected (or accepted subject to revision) by a majority of the faculty
members on this five-person committee. At least three weeks prior
to the scheduled defense, the candidate must provide copies of the
dissertation in essentially final form (and the dissertation abstract) to
members of the committee. At the final examination, questions and
discussion will normally center on the dissertation, but may also
range beyond it, to related material, to the general literary area or
genre, etc.

For additional information, please see our Graduate Handbook.

Research Skills & Responsible Scholarship
Requirement
The university also requires that every doctoral student have training
in responsible scholarship and research skills pertinent to the field of
research and appropriate to the doctoral level. This requirement must be
met before attempting the comprehensive oral exam. For French doctoral
students, this requirement is met by the following:

Code Title Hours

FREN 704 Methods in Foreign Language Instruction 3

FREN 720 Introduction to Graduate Studies in French 3

Proficiency in a second language, which can be a second Romance
language, Latin, Greek, German, Arabic, or another language
pertinent to the student’s career path and approved by the faculty.
(Students specializing in medieval or Renaissance literature
are strongly encouraged to take Latin. Students specializing in
Francophone Studies are strongly encouraged to take Arabic, Wolof,
or Haitian Creole.) Proficiency may be demonstrated by completion of
the fourth-semester course (or equivalent) or by examination.

Departmental new graduate student orientation, held each Fall
semester during the week prior to the first instructional week of
classes.

Handbook for Graduate Students
A detailed presentation of departmental processes and regulations may
be found in the department’s Graduate Student Handbook.

Summer Language Institute in Paris
The department conducts a 6-week summer institute in Paris focusing
on French language and culture. Students take courses in intermediate
and advanced French language at L’Etoile, a private language institute
in the center of Paris. Before the stay in Paris, students spend 10 days
to 2 weeks touring regions such as Normandy, Brittany, and the château
country along the Loire River. Some scholarship aid is available. Consult
the department (http://www.frenchitalian.ku.edu/) or the Office of Study
Abroad (http://www.studyabroad.ku.edu/) for information.

Graduate Study Abroad
Graduate students have the opportunity to serve as program assistants
for the department’s Paris Summer Language Institute. The department
also has a graduate exchange agreement with the Université de Franche-
Comté, Besançon, France.
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