Doctor of Philosophy in
Journalism and Mass
Communications

Graduation requirements and regulations for every academic program
are provided in this catalog; however, this catalog is for informational
purposes only and does not constitute a contract. Degree and program
requirements and course descriptions are subject to change.

In most cases, you will use the catalog of the year you entered KU (see
your advisor for details). Other years’ catalogs» (https://catalog.ku.edu/
archives/)

Admission

KU Graduate Admission Standards. Regular admission requires a
bachelor's degree and a grade-point average of at least a B (3.0 on a 4.0
scale), from KU or from another regionally accredited institution or foreign
university with substantially equivalent bachelor's degree requirements.
The bachelor's degree is not acceptable if it contains credit awarded for
work experience that was not directly supervised by faculty members

of an accredited university or not evaluated in units that identify the
academic content.

Journalism School Requirements
Master’s degree or equivalent with at least a 3.5 GPA on a 4.0 scale.

Graduate application: Apply online at http://www.graduate.ku.edu/
(http://graduate.ku.edu/application-process/).

Application fee (nonrefundable).
Resume or CV.

An official transcript from the undergraduate degree-granting
institution AND all previous graduate credit, including the master’s degree,
sent electronically to the Graduate Application Processing Center. A hard
copy is acceptable if the institution cannot send electronic transcripts.

Examples of research and scholarship. Links to online articles are
acceptable.

Candidates will be required to answer a survey in their application
related to their research focus area.

3 references, including one from the master’s advisor.

Students whose native language is not English must follow the policy
for English Proficiency Requirements for Admission to Graduate Study.
(http://policy.ku.edu/graduate-studies/english-proficiency-international-
students/?num1.5)

International students are required to submit evidence of financial
support.

In exceptional cases, students with a bachelor's degree may be admitted
for the full 46-hour program.

Financial support
The School provides up to six semesters of financial support for Ph.D.
students. The generous support package includes:
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Graduate Teaching Assistantship.

Minimum salary of $24,084 paid bi-weekly over nine months, paid
through normal university payroll with customary deductions.

Newly admitted students will receive a $1,000 new student award.

Assistance paying for insurance. You will receive the university’s 75
percent contribution toward health insurance coverage, if you need it.

100 percent tuition waiver for fall and spring semesters.

In their third year, doctoral students will receive a $1,000 research
award.

Contact Associate Dean Mugur Geana (geanam@ku.edu) and Graduate
Program Coordinator Jammie Johnson (jamjohn@Kku.edu) for more
information or to express interest in the Ph.D. program.

Admission Deadline. For fall admission, the deadline for materials is
December 1.

The William Allen White School of Journalism and Mass Communications
has offered a Ph.D. degree since fall 2012. The school has a solid
reputation in the field, and our faculty study issues and uses of real-
world media communications that advance the discipline and impact
audiences at local, regional, national, and international levels. We seek
junior colleagues who share those interests.

Our Ph.D. program is small and, therefore, selective. We admit 4 to 6
students per year to ensure close work with the faculty. We expect our
students’ scholarly and research interests to intersect with those of our
faculty.

The school’'s Ph.D. is a rigorous scholarly research degree requiring
mastery of theory and methodology. We expect our Ph.D. program
graduates to possess advanced knowledge in the following areas
necessary for all scholarship in the discipline:

¢ Scholarly inquiry and methods of discovery;

¢ Current theory and research methods of the discipline;

« Statistics appropriate to the discipline;

« Media use by society, historical and current;

« Media roles in society, including issues of diversity;

* The First Amendment, legal and ethical issues of the discipline.

Additionally, we expect our Ph.D. program graduates to possess
advanced knowledge in one or more of the following areas as necessary
for scholarship in their chosen area of expertise and with the advice and
guidance of their respective faculty advisors:

¢ Advanced practice of theory, methods, and concepts in mass
communication;

Advanced practice of theory, methods, and concepts suitable to the
student’s area of concentration;

Advanced quantitative and qualitative data analysis and interpretation;

Specific uses and impacts of media, such as in public health, in
education, in politics, in the military, or in traditional mass media roles;

* The business of the media, historical and current;

Innovation and entrepreneurship.

The following courses must be completed by the end of the semester of
the oral comprehensive exam and must be completed with a grade of B


https://catalog.ku.edu/archives/
https://catalog.ku.edu/archives/
https://catalog.ku.edu/archives/
http://graduate.ku.edu/application-process/
http://graduate.ku.edu/application-process/
http://policy.ku.edu/graduate-studies/english-proficiency-international-students/?num1.5
http://policy.ku.edu/graduate-studies/english-proficiency-international-students/?num1.5
http://policy.ku.edu/graduate-studies/english-proficiency-international-students/?num1.5
mailto:geanam@ku.edu
mailto:jamjohn@ku.edu

2 Doctor of Philosophy in Journalism and Mass Communications

or higher. Additional requirements for the degree, including enrollment in
dissertation hours for doctoral candidacy, are described below the grid.

Coursework Requirements

Code Title Hours
JMC 901 Introduction to Doctoral Studies (This class willbe 3
taken every fall semester 3 times; 1 credit hour.)
JMC 801 Media Communication Theories 3
JMC 802 Media Communication Methods 3
JMC 803 Research in Action 3
JMC 804 Mass Communication Methodology I-Qualitative 3
JMC 805 Mass Communication Methodology II-Quantitative 3
JMC 806 College Teaching 3
JMC 807 Research Funding 3
EPSY 710 Introduction to Statistical Analysis 3
EPSY 711 Lab for Introduction to Statistical Analysis 1
Main Research Topic Area 12
Electives 6
Total Hours 46

Year 1: Complete required coursework (15-18 credit hours)

Fall: IMC 801, JMC 802, JMC 901 (1 credit), One (1) main research topic
area

Spring: JMC 803, JMC 805, JMC 806 or JMC 807 (whichever is offered)

Year 2: Complete required coursework (15-20 credits)

JMC 901 (1 credit), IMC 804, JMC 806 or JIMC 807 (whichever is
offered)

EPSY 710-711 (statistics -- 3 credits, 1-credit lab), Three (3) courses in
main research topic area

One (1) elective

Year 3: Complete dissertation hours (18 credit hours)
JMC 999 (9 credit hours; fall and spring semesters)

Research Skills & Responsible Scholarship

The University requires that every doctoral student receive training in
responsible scholarship pertinent to the field of research and obtain
research skills pertinent to the doctoral level of research in their field(s).
These requirements must be completed by the end of the semester that
the student takes the oral comprehensive exam. For students in a PhD
in Journalism and Mass Communications, this requirement is satisfied by
completion of: IMC 801, JMC 802, JMC 803, JMC 804, JMC 805, JMC
806 or JIMC 807.

Oral Comprehensive Exam

When course work has been completed, the student in good academic
standing will complete a written comprehensive exam that requires an oral
defense. Generally, doctoral students take the comprehensive exam at
the end of the sixth or beginning of the seventh semester of their program.
At least five months must elapse between the successful completion of
the comprehensive exam and the final dissertation.

Enrollment Requirements Post-Comprehensive Exam

Upon passing the comprehensive examination, the student becomes
a candidate for the Ph.D. degree and is approved to proceed with
their dissertation research and project. Starting the semester following
successful completion of the oral comprehensive exam, students must
enroll in accordance with the Office of Graduate Studies’ Doctoral

Candidacy Policy. This enrollment includes, but is not limited to, at least
1 dissertation hour every semester until graduation. See the Doctoral
Candidacy policy (https://services.ku.edu/TDClient/818/Portal/KB/
ArticleDet/?1D=21132) for more information about this University level
requirement.

Dissertation and Final Oral Defense

The dissertation must be an original work of research that advances

the field of [discipline] and complies with the Office of Graduate Studies’
Doctoral Dissertation policy. Upon approval by the students committee
that the student’s dissertation research and written document is complete,
the student must defend the dissertation before all committee members in
the “final oral examination,” or dissertation defense. The final dissertation
defense includes a public presentation of the dissertation research by the
candidate and concludes with a period of questioning by the committee,
faculty, and public in attendance. After posing questions to the student
about the dissertation work, committee members deliberate and vote on
a grade of Satisfactory or Unsatisfactory. A grade of Satisfactory requires
a majority vote, and may be contingent on the completion of specific
revisions by a designated due date. The committee may also recommend
that a student earning a satisfactory grade be considered for Honors by
the Department. Honors are conferred at graduation by the Department,
reflecting outstanding work in all aspects of the doctoral program.

Identify a committee chair no later than the third semester of your
program.

During the third or fourth semester, the remainder of the committee

from the School of Journalism and Mass Communications should

be established. The majority of committee members must be

tenured or tenure-track faculty in the School of Journalism and Mass
Communications. Committees generally include five members but can be
larger. Each committee must include a Graduate Studies Representative.
The Graduate Studies Representative must be a member of KU’s
graduate faculty who is authorized to serve on doctoral committees by

a KU department or school other than the School of Journalism and
Mass Communications. All committee members should be members of
the KU’s graduate faculty authorized to serve on doctoral exams. See
the Doctoral Student Oral Exam Committee Composition Policy (https://
services.ku.edu/TDClient/818/Portal/KB/ArticleDet/?ID=21203) for more
information and a complete list of requirements for doctoral committees.

The Graduate Studies Representative should be identified by the
fourth semester in the program.

The Ph.D. comprehensive exam should be completed early in the fifth
semester of the program.

The Ph.D. comprehensive exam oral defense should occur no sooner
than 10 days following the written exam, but no longer than 30 days
after.

The Ph.D. dissertation proposal should be approved by the committee
within 60 days of the successful oral defense of the comprehensive
exam.

The dissertation should be submitted to the committee no less than
two weeks prior to its defense.

Defense of the dissertation should occur no later than May 1 in the
Spring and December 1 in the Fall.

For additional information, refer to the Graduate Handbook (https://
journalism.ku.edu/graduate-handbook/).

At the completion of this program, students will be able to:
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Select primary and secondary areas of research.

Critically apply social science and humanities theories to
address fundamental questions in their primary area of
research.

Collect, analyze, and interpret original data for research of
significance in the discipline.

Critically assess major ethical issues related to social science
research and adhere to principles of ethics throughout the
research process.

Interact productively with people from diverse backgrounds with
integrity and professionalism in research, teaching, and service.
Productively work in research teams and successfully engage in
multidisciplinary projects

Demonstrate skills in oral and written communication sufficient
to present at academic conferences and publish in peer-
reviewed publications.

Successfully apply instructional strategies in college teaching as
a GTA or instructor of record.

Have a comprehensive understanding of academic life, research
funding, promotion, and tenure.
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