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Minor in Linguistics
Minor Overview
The department offers a broad range of courses that provide a basic
understanding of human language and communication. Linguistics
courses examine features of language that underlie the human capacity
to express concepts and communicate ideas. The courses address the
connections between language, brain, culture, mind, and history. A minor
in Linguistics gives students a basic understanding of the human capacity
to acquire, perceive, and produce language and of language’s role in
contemporary society.

Linguistics is a superb preparation for careers that require expertise
in the use of language as a means of communication, including
business, technology, communications, marketing, diplomacy, personnel
administration, teaching, health care, and social service. Many minors
pursue graduate study in linguistics, education, law, psychology, computer
science, speech and hearing sciences, and languages.

Requirements for the Minor
Code Title Hours

LING 106 Introductory Linguistics 3

or LING 107 Introductory Linguistics, Honors

LING 110 Language and Mind 3

or LING 111 Language and Mind, Honors

LING 305 Phonetics I 3

LING 312 Phonology I 3

LING 325 Syntax I 3

Elective: One 3-hour junior/senior level (300+) Linguistics course
chosen by the student in consultation with their Linguistics advisor

3

Total Hours 18

Minor Hours & GPA
While completing all required courses, minors must also meet each of the
following hour and grade point average minimum standards:

Minor Hours 
Satisfied by 18 hours of minor courses.

Minor Hours in Residence 
Satisfied by a minimum of 12 hours of junior/senior (300+) hours of KU
resident credit in the minor.

Minor Junior/Senior Hours 
Satisfied by a minimum of 12 hours from junior/senior courses (300+) in
the minor.

Minor Graduation GPA 
Satisfied by a minimum of a 2.0 GPA in all departmental courses in the
minor. GPA calculations include all departmental courses in the field of
study including Fs and repeated courses. See the Semester/Cumulative
GPA Calculator (https://sis.ku.edu/gpa-calculator/).
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